



What is NIRPC? 
• Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning 
Commission 
Created in 1965 
Council of Governments 
Metropolitan Planning  Organization 













A survey of 2,000 recent home buyers was co-sponsored by the National 














 2001 Study by US 
Department of 
Transportation 
 Released in 2005 
 Reviews Literature 
& Current Practices  
 Offers Conclusions 




 Free Copy Online 
1994 Regional Trail Map 


















1990 1995 2000 2005 2010
NWI Off-Road Trail Miles Since 1990 
TODAY…  
• Currently 90+ miles of paved trails in NWI 
(Approx. 13 miles in 1990) 
• All or part of 9 trail corridors are operational 
• Approx. 50 miles funded for imminent 
development 
• Approx. 6 miles slated for construction start 
in 2013 
• Planned vision of 28 Priority Corridors 
spanning 500 miles of off-road trails 
• Currently 600+ miles of Shared Route (Porter 












Doling out the Dough 
Direct… 
• Transportation Alternatives Program ($1 Million yr) 
• Surface Transportation Program (STP) 
• Congestion Mitigation & Air Quality Program 
 (CMAQ) 
Indirect… 
• Recreational Trail Program (RTP) 
• Regional “Couch” 
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